IRRITABILITY OF MEN" OF GENIUS        IO3

he perchance have occasion to repel some false
charge, or to rectify some erroneous censure,
nothing is more common than for the many to
mistake the general liveliness of his manner and
language, whatever is the subject, for the effects
of peculiar irritation from its accidental relation
to himself.^

For myself, if from my own feelings, or from
the less suspicious test of the observations of
others, I had been made aware of any literary
testiness or jealousy; I trust, that I should have

*This is one instance among many of deception,
by telling the half of a fact, and omitting the other
half, when it is from their mutual counteraction and
neutralization, that the whole truth arises, as a
iertlum allguid different from either. Thus in Dryden's
famous line

Great wit (meaning genius) to madness sure is near
allied.

Now if the profound sensibility, which is doubtless
one of the components of genius, were alone con-
sidered, single and unbalanced, it might be fairly
described as exposing the individual to a greater
chance of mental derangement; but then a more than
usual rapidity of association, a more than usual power
of passing from thought to thought, and image to
image, is a component equally essential; and in the
due modification of each by the other the genius
itself consists; so that it would be just as fair to
describe the earth, as in imminent danger of ex-
orbitating, or of falling into the sun, according as
the assertor of the absurdity confined his attention,
either to the projectile or to the attractive force ex-
clusively.